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These considerations may helpe to suppresse all dreads rising
of hard events in attempts made this way by other nations, as
also of the heavy successe and issue in the late enterprise made
by a worthy gentleman our countryman sir Humfrey Gilbert
knight, who was the first of our nation that caried people to
erect an habitation and government in those Northerly coun-
treys of America. About which, albeit he had consumed much
substance, and lost his life at last, his people also perishing for
the most part: yet the mystery thereof we must leave unto God,
and judge charitably both of the cause (which was just in all
pretence) and of the person, who was very zealous in prosecuting
the same, deserving honourable remembrance for his good
minde, and expense of life in so vertuous an enterprise. Where-
by neverthelesse, least any man should be dismayd by example
of other folks calamity, and misdeeme that God doth resist all
attempts intended that way: I thought good, so farre as my selfe
was an eye witnesse, to deliver the circumstance and maner of
our proceedings in that action: in which the gentleman was so
infortunately incumbred with wants, and woorse matched with
many ill disposed people, that his rare judgement and regi-
ment premeditated for those affaires, was subjected to tolerate
abuses, & in sundry extremities to holde on a course, more
to upholde credit, then likely in his owne conceit happily to
succeed.
The issue of such actions, being alwayes miserable, not
guided by God, who abhorreth confusion and disorder, hath
left this for admonition (being the first attempt by our nation Thepfant-
to plant) unto such as shall take the same cause in hand here- l^^word
after not to be discouraged from it: but to make men well ad- mmt be
vised how they handle his so high and excellent matters, as the handled
cariage is of his word into those very mighty and vast coun- ^J^"
treys. An action doubtlesse not to be intermedled with base pur- m actions
poses; as many have made the same but a colour to shadow coloured
actions otherwise scarse justifiable: which doth excite Gods ^^/
heavy judgements in the end, to the terrifying of weake mindes planting
from the cause, without pondering his just proceedings: and
doth also incense forren princes against our attempts how just
soever, who can not but deeme the sequele very dangerous unto